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We welcome our sponsors and well wishers to our first

newsletter for 2012. We are

pleased with what we achieved in 2011 with all your support. Though we have not

solved the challenges faced by all
the needy families, the physically
challenged and the orphaned chil-
dren living in North and East Sri
Lanka, we have made a difference
in the lives of many. Your unflinch-
ing support has helped us during
the last three years to render this
assistance. May the Lord bless you
with peace and prosperity in 2012
and beyond. We appreciate your
continued efforts in channelling
your assistance through Sivan Arul
lllam, Thiruketheeswaram (SAIT) so

that SAIT shines as a beacon light to the needy. The volunteers meet the administra-
tive costs for managing these projects, and funds provided to this noble work is fully

utilised in caring for the needy.

THAIPONGAL CELEBRATIONS AT SAIT

Like in previous years, children at
SAIT celebrated Thaipongal with
fanfare wearing new clothes do-
nated by a family in Australia.
These are events where the chil-
dren forget the trauma they have

gone through and enjoy the day.

The two youngest of the children
at SAIT, Dharshan and Suyalini,
were in the forefront enjoying the

day with their sisters and broth-

ers.
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OTHER EVENTS AT SAIT

SAIT organised a day of
ASramadanao (Voluntary wor k
dren actively participated in cleaning the vi-

cinity of the lllam and temple grounds.

Children of SAIT excelled in the district Sport
meet held in Mannar. SAIT children per-
formed well to bring home many trophies.
Sumitha from SAIT was selected as the
champion for 2011 for the district of Mannar.

Our primary aim is to ensure that SAIT chil-
dren are focussed on their studies and do
well in their studies. Assistance in the form of
extra coaching is provided to children who
need them.

HELPING NEEDY CHILDREN IN MULLAITHEVU

The Child Probation Officer of Mullaithevu ,
having heard of the humanitarian efforts of

SAIT discussed the possibility of SAIT as-
sisting 1000 children by providing them
with stationery and other items like shoes

etc. so that they could attend school. Hav-

ing estimated the cost, and to ensure these

children are educated, SAIT provided these
items at a cost of 1.6 million Sri Lankan ru-

pees. Early this year the distribution of
these items took place in three different lo-

cations in Mullaithivu.
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SESONAL CEREAL CULTIVATION

There are many single mothers caring for their families particularly in Kilinochi area. Since
they do not have the skills to be engaged in a trade they continue to struggle to have 3 meals
a day and even if they are able to have this, it is more to fill their belly than to eat nutritious
food. As a result many of the children are undernourished. 304 families, from this category
were selected from Ambalkulam, Poonagar and Vinayagapuram (severely affected and poor
areas of Kilinochi) and were provided the means to cultivate seasonal cereal crops. This not
only helps these families to have some nutritious food but also helps them to earn a living. This
project is supervised by the Rural Women Forum and the funding was provided by Sivan Arul
lllam.

PROVIDING EMPLOYMENT TO VULNERABLE WOMEN IN VANNI

There are many young widows in Kilinochi left alone
to fend for themselves as their immediate family
members lost their lives in the war. This has posed a
threat to their security and they are vulnerable in
the current climate in Vanni.

SAIT recently purchased an acre of land for 1.4 mil-

lion Sri Lankan rupees with the intention of setting

up small scale businesses with resources available in
the locality. We intend settling about 100 young
widows and provide training to run these small scale

businesses. All profits earned from these businesses
will be shared only by the ones engaged in them.
Many well wishers have donated for the building of
this centre. We will keep you informed of progress
made with this project.

A meeting was held to inspire these young widows
to earn a living.
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